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Happy New Year!
Schedule of Events

Winter/Spring 2008

Jan. 8 Howdy Neighbor Coffee, 10:30
a.m., Clubhouse

Jan. 10 Garden & Social Club Mtg./

Potluck, 6:00 p.m., Clubhouse

Jan. 12 Pizza & Bingo, 6:30 p.m., at
Clubhouse

Jan. 19 WMPOA Board of Directors
Meeting, 9:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Jan. 19 WMPOA Quarterly Meeting,
11:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Feb. 14 Garden & Social Club Mtg./

Potluck, 6:00 p.m., Clubhouse

Feb. 16 WMPOA Board of Directors
Meeting, 9:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Mar. 13 Garden & Social Club Mtg./

Potluck, 6:00 p.m., Clubhouse

Mar. 15 WMPOA Board of Directors
Meeting, 9:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Apr. 19 WMPOA Board of Directors
Meeting, 9:00 p.m., Clubhouse

Apr. 19 WMPOA Quarterly Meeting,
11:00 a.m., Clubhouse

Apr. 26 Clean-up Day

Don’t forget!

WMPOA Quarterly Mtg.

11:00 a.m., January 19

Christmas party
a big hit!

The annual Walnut Mountain Christmas Party was held Saturday,
December 8 and once more Pat Sands and her committee did a bang-up
job.  Our rustic clubhouse looked especially beautiful with the addition of
Christmas decorations.  The food was delicious  thanks to Joe Reufert and
his staff from the Woodbridge Inn.  Diners couldn’t go wrong whether
they chose the prime rib, fillet of flounder or chicken Cordon Bleu.
Dessert was a luscious lemon cream pie.  After dinner Santa arrived
bringing gifts for the lucky people whose names were drawn.  The
partygoers then enjoyed the traditional Chinese Auction which brought
lots of laughs as gifts were chosen and/or stolen.

Thanks to Pat and everyone involved in the planning and decorating for
a job well done!     ,

Ron Arline couldn’t wait to open his Chinese Auction gift at the Mountain’s

Christmas party.  Check photos inside to see his big surprise.
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A Message from the President
By Chuck Burnfield

Hopefully everyone has received their Special
Assessment letter and responded to the needs of the
Mountain.  The unique circumstances of a major
drought coupled with leakage in the current Lake
Dakwa overflow system and drainage gate created this
issue.  The result will be the deactivation of the old
system and the installation of a siphon system similar
to the one installed at Lake Mary several years ago.
The drought exacerbated the problem and required a
rapid response.  Your entire WMPOA Board as well
as the ad hoc Water Conservation Committee
recommended that funds be provided as soon as
possible to pay for the needed repairs.

Meanwhile, with receding water levels at Lake
Dakwa, a new withdraw pump and dock extension
was required to move the water intake further out into
deeper water.  A lower lake level not only impacts the
availability of water, but can complicate the
purification process.  As the lake level goes down, the
intake pump moves closer to the surface, which can

contain a greater amount of organic matter.
Conversely, if the water is pumped from closer to the
bottom of the lake, sediment problems can arise.  I
congratulate our Water Plant Manager, Danny Tatum,
and our Property Manager, Gerald Spavins, for their
well planned and pro-active solution to this serious
problem.  With the new intake system in place, and
the State of Georgia mandated quality control
standards being followed, your drinking water remains
safe.  Of course, with winter approaching, we may
face the biannual inversion of our lakes.  This process
results when the lowered winter air temperature cools
the upper surface of the lakes and causes it to sink,
mixing with the more stagnant water at the bottom.
This may result in our water having a slight odor for
a few days; however, the overall water quality remains
normal.

Thanks for continuing your conservation efforts.
Your Board looks forward to a very successful 2008!



Page 3

Vice President’s Report
By Lynn Robey

The fall colors this October and November were the
most beautiful I have seen in the eight years we have
lived here.  I hope property owners and part-timers
had an opportunity to enjoy the spectacular colors.

The drought has caused many problems; the drop in
water level in our drinking water lake has resulted in
having to extend the dock and adding another pump.
We have also received a mandate from the state
requiring us to drop our water usage by 10% until
further notice.  We must report to the state every
Monday on how much water we have pumped.  All
property owners received a letter informing them
about the special assessment concerning the drinking
water lake.  Please review the article concerning how
you as a home owner can help by conserving water,
and please notify the office if you see any leaks or

standing water.

We have finally been able to find parts for our vintage
truck and road grader, and a repairman who was able
to come to Walnut Mountain to do the repair work.
So now they are ready to hit the roads again.

The Mountain again looked joyful and festive with all
the greenery and red bows adorning the fences, the
lights, and other Christmas decorations.  The Garden
Club does all the decorating for all the holidays, and
we can’t say “thank you” enough!!!!!!

We wish for you a great 2008, and for all of us on
Walnut Mountain – many rainy days this winter and
spring.     ,

 Never Miss the Water ‘til the Faucet Runs Dry

Dishwashing - Don’t rinse dishes before putting them
in the dishwasher, or half-fill a plastic tub to rinse;
save 8 to 10 gallons.
Drinking Water - Keep a bottle in the fridge; don’t
run the tap to get it cold; save 1 gallon.
Toilet - Don’t use the toilet as a trash can; save 3.6
gallons.
Baths - Shower instead of bathing; save 30 gallons
(even with a long shower).
Laundry - Switch off the extra rinse cycle; save 8
gallons.
Tooth care - Don’t run the water while you brush.
Use a glass to rinse; save 4 gallons.
Food - Defrost in the refrigerator overnight, not under
running water; save 4 gallons.
Shaving - Don’t run the water while you shave; save
4 gallons.
Showers - Take a Navy shower (turn the water off
while you lather); save 8 gallons.
Garbage - Use compost pile instead of the garbage
disposal; save 2 gallons.

Property owners Nan and Bob Cahill had some good
water saving solutions:

Buy 1, 2 or 3 gallon buckets, several of them.  Put
them in the shower while you are waiting for the

water to get hot.  They collect about 6 gallons per
shower of water that would just be going down the
drain, and they use it for their porch plants.

Another suggestion from Nan and Bob is to do what
they do in Bermuda.  Remove the lower part of the
downspout on your rain gutters and place a large trash
can or barrel under the downspout.  When it does rain
again, allow the water from your roof to fill up the
barrels.  This would be a great source of water for
your plants, good clean rain water that you can
transport in smaller buckets, instead of just watching
it run down the hill from the gutters.

Thanks Nan and Bob for these great suggestions.
Anyone else have some good ideas?   Let us know and
we will publish them in the next issue.  Just email
your suggestions to donickle@ellijay.com.

mailto:donickle@ellijay.com.


Page 4

Water Leaks

The drought and the lower level in our drinking water
lake has forced the Walnut Mountain POA Board of
Directors to implement an additional restriction.  At
the October Board meeting, the Board passed a
resolution to notify all residents with leaks on their
side of the meter that they must correct the situation
within 30 days.  If the correction is not made, the
meter will be turned off and locked.  An additional
$75.00 re-hook up fee will be charged.  We hate to
impose another potential fine, but every bit of water
that is lost is never found again.  If you cannot fix the
leak yourself and don’t know then name of a plumber,
call Twila and she will help you find one.   

Call Box Tips
Instructions for operation of our gate call boxes scroll
continuously across the screens and are usually fairly
easy to see.  However, bright sunlight on the screen or
decrease in intensity of the reading due to low
temperatures can make the information hard to read.

Each name in the system has an associated three digit
number (directory number).  Please make it easier for
your visitors to gain access by giving them this
number in advance.   Tell them to enter this number
on the key pad; this will ring your phone and allow
you to open the gate for them even if the information
on the screen is not easily visible.   

Ad Space Available
You can advertise your business in this newsletter.
This helps promote your business while helping to
defer the cost of our newsletter.  The rates are as
follows:

One issue       One Year (4)
Business Card       $20       $70
1/4 Page       $40     $140
½ Page       $80     $280
Full Page     $160     $560
Inserts (you provide)         $40       $130

If you are interested, please contact Twila in the
Walnut Mountain office at 706-635-2565.

Property Owners: Please take note of the companies that

advertise in The Mountaineer and utilize their services.

Their ads substantially reduce our printing costs.
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